
(c) The antichrist is not someone just 
honestly mistaken, teaching error out of 
ignorance. No, the antichrist's heart is as 
false as his teaching. "These things have I 
written to you concerning those who are 
trying to deceive" (1Jn 2:26). 

  2. All truth is in Christ and his   
Holy Spirit

(a) Truth was preached by inspiration of the 
Spirit. When we hear the gospel, it is a 
message that comes not from the world, but 
from the Holy One. "But you have an 
anointing from the Holy One, and you all 
know... the truth... you heard from the 
beginning" (1Jn 2:20-27).

(b) Error comes from the world, whilst truth 
comes from the scriptures. "They speak from 
the world and the world listens to them... he 
who knows God listens to us... By this we 
know the spirit of truth and the spirit of 
error" (1Jn 4:4-6).

(c) All truth is in Jesus Christ. "And we 
know that the Son of God has come and has 
given us understanding, in order that we 
might know him who is true, and we are in 
him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This 
is the true God and eternal life" (1Jn 5:20).

The first two principles are somewhat 
complex.  The rest of the seven principles are 
simpler, but no less important.

  3. We must confess Christ 
according to truth

We must confess the truth, and not deny it,
that Jesus is the Christ. "Who is a liar but the 
one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?" 
(1Jn 2:22-23).

A similar example is the truth that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh. "Every spirit 
who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is from God" (1Jn 4:2-3).

  4. Truth should not stay in the book

Truth should also be in our hearts and lives. 
"Let that abide in you which you heard from 
the beginning" (1Jn 2:24).

  5. Truth does not change

John says, "If what you heard from the 
beginning abides in you, you will also abide 
in the Son and in the Father" (1Jn 2:24). 

Note how John is not saying that the truth 
that abides in you should be constantly 
updated to the latest version. The truth that 
was preached from the beginning is the only 
truth. It does not change over time.

Are you observing in these principles the 
belief that truth is not from within us and 
relative, but from Christ and absolute..

  6. We must make the truth-test

John exhorts us not to believe every teacher 
who claims to have a true spiritual message. 
Rather we should "test the spirits whether 
they be of God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world" (1Jn 4:1).

  7. Digression from truth leads to 
idolatry

John describes Jesus as "the true God" and in 
the next dip of his pen closes his letter 
abruptly with this terse command: "Little 
children, guard yourselves from idols" (1Jn 
5:20-21).

When we digress from the truth, we digress 
from the true God and put ourselves in 
danger of worshipping a god who is not true, 
a god created by human imagination.

And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father full 
of grace and truth.
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