
9. Praying for forgiveness of sin

When we are aware of sin in the lives of 
those who are abiding in God and walking in 
the light, we should "ask of God" (1Jn 5:16). 

There is no reason why we should not do this 
for ourselves as well as others. "We shall 
assure our heart before him, in whatever our 
heart condemns us... whatever we ask we 
receive from him..." (1Jn 3:19-24). 

So let us confess our sins to God, and ask 
forgiveness, for we know it is "according to 
his will" to grant it (1Jn 5: 14-16).
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In this final lesson we examine what John 
says about sin. 

  1. What is sin?

Breaking any commandment of God is sin. 
"Sin is lawlessness" (1Jn 3:4).  All 
wrongdoing is sin" (1Jn 5:17). It's important 
to realise that there  aren't two kinds of 
wrongdoing, some that is serious and 
regarded as sin, and other wrongdoing that is 
trivial or permissable and is not sin. This is 
because "God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all" (1Jn 1:5).

  2. Why worry about sin?

Sinners are not in fellowship with God. 
"...God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all. If we say that we have 
fellowship with him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie" (1Jn 1:5-6). "No one who 
practises sin has seen him or knows him " 
(1Jn 3:6-9).

Our hope in Christ's second coming depends 
upon us purifying ourselves from sin through 
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“My little children, I write 
these things to you so you 
will avoid sin.  However if 
anyone sins, we have an 
intercessor with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the Righteous 
One.  He himself is the 
offering for our sins, and not 
for ours alone but also for 
the whole world”

 (1Jhn 2:1-2)
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