
Paul did not think that he and his friends had 
light within themselves and of themselves. 
Rather, their spiritual light came from the 
Father of glory.

John makes the same point when he says that 
the Word "was the true light that enlightens 
every man coming into the world" (Jhn 1:4-
5,9). Man is not born with inherent light, but 
must be enlightened from a source outside 
himself.

Other created beings likewise have no light 
within themselves. Jesus mentioned the 
angels of little children. He said, "Their
angels continually behold the face of My 
Father who is in heaven" (Mtt 18:10). These 
angels beheld not their own light, but the 
glory of God. When angels turned away from 
God, they found themselves in darkness 
(Jude 1:6, 2Pe 2:4).

All Light Comes From God Alone.  God is 
light and there is no darkness in him (1Jhn 
1:5). He is "the Father of lights with whom 
there is no variation or shadow of turning" 
(Jas 1:17-18). No one is a light of 
themselves, but everyone's light comes from 
God, and without variation. God "alone has 
immortality and dwells in unapproachable 
light" (1Tm 6:16). 

There is no other true light. If we have true 
light, it comes from God alone. 

2. The Revelation of That Light

We have seen that there is but one invariable
spiritual light, and this is the light of God. 
Now we look at how this light is transmitted 
into our hearts. It comes by revelation. Paul 
says that men do not have spiritual wisdom 
in their own right, but only such as is 
revealed by God's Spirit (1Co 2:7-16). God 
does not reveal different light to different 
persons, but the same light, the same truth, to 
all.

Jesus said,"I am the light of the world; he 
who follows me shall not walk in the 
darkness, but shall have the light of life" (Jhn
8:12). 

We can follow Jesus only by believing and 
obeying his word. "I have come as light into 
the world, that everyone who believes in me 
may not be in darkness. And if anyone hears 
my sayings, and does not keep them... the 
word I spoke will judge him in the last day" 
(Jhn 12:46-50). 

Jesus was "the first to proclaim light" to all 
mankind (Acts 26:23). We, as followers of 
Jesus, can be enlightened, and in turn be 
lights to others. (Mtt 5:14-16, Php 2:15). 

This is possible, however, only if we follow 
not our own light which is darkness, but the 
light which Christ proclaimed.

Zacharias prophesied that "The Sunrise from 
on high shall visit us, to shine upon those 
who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet in the way of peace" (Lke 
1:77-79). Later, old Simeon held Jesus in his 
arms and said to God, "My eyes have seen 
your salvation which you have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples, a light of 
revelation to the nations, and the glory of 
your people Israel" (Lke 2:30-32).

The gospel of Jesus Christ alone has 
"brought life and immortality to light" (2Tm
1:10). Paul spoke of this gospel as the only 
source of light and revelation. "The god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving, that they might not see the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God. For we do not preach 
ourselves... For God who said, 'Light shall 
shine out of darkness' is the one who has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Christ" (2Co 4:4-6). 

When Jesus commissioned Paul to preach the 
gospel, he said, "I am sending you to open 
their eyes that they may turn from darkness 
to light, and from the dominion of Satan to 
God, in order that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those who have been sanctified by faith in 
me" (Acts 26:18). There is no other way but 
this.


