
Our Blindness
If you are like most people, you wish you could
see things that your eyes cannot see. When a
loved one dies, we wish we could see where they
have gone. When we need help, we wish we
could see the angels who come to our aid. When
we want to believe in God, we wish we could
see him on his throne in heaven. When we pray,
we wish we could see Jesus listening. When we
seek forgiveness of our sins, we wish we could
see God's hand blotting them out of his record.
When we think of our inheritance in Christ, we
wish we could see the mansion that is reserved
for us in the city of light. If we could just see the
unseen, how much easier it would be to have
assurance in our hope.

Paul gently chides us however. He says [I
paraphrase], "Once you can see what you have
hoped for, you no longer need to hope. Why
would anyone “hope” for what is right in front of
his eyes? So we hope for what we cannot see,
and with patience we wait expectantly for it to
appear" (Rom 8:23-25).

One of our greatest frustrations is the incapacity
of our physical eyes to see spiritual realities. But
that's what faith, hope, and love are for. We
believe in Jesus, we rest our hope in Jesus, and
we love Jesus, even though we do not see him.

Allow me one last play on words: Add a “k” to
“see” and it makes “seek”. You can't see what
you seek, because if you could see it, you would
not need to seek it. Seeking takes patience, and
we, "By patience in doing good seek for glory
and honour and immortality, eternal life"
(Rom 2:7).

Patience and
Hope
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You and I live in an imperfect world, locked
into the flow of time. Our lives are like "a
vapour that lasts for a little while and then
vanishes away" (Jas 4:14). 

Some people can ignore this fact, because
life treats them pretty well and they can
pretend that they have control. Other people
can't stand life, even for its "little while", and
they commit suicide. 

Most of us appreciate and enjoy our
momentary blessings, make the most of our
opportunities, and put up with our troubles. 
We live our lives as best we can.

Nevertheless we have the feeling that this
life ought to be a journey to something very
far better. Why do we bump along life's hard
road, if not to draw near our happy home by
life's evening? 

This is our hope. Without that hope, life
would be pretty meaningless. Our deep
longings would never be satisfied. We could
not be patient with life at all..
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