
The Five principles

(Matthew 6:1-7, 16-17)

1. Don’t do your religious works in order
to get the praise of men. Be sincere in what
you are doing, and do it for God, not for
yourself (verse 1).

2. Make sure that what would bring glory
and praise to you is kept secret and not "seen
by men" (verses 6,17).

3. Make sure that what will bring glory and
praise to God is "seen by men" and not kept
secret, because we must, as Jesus says, let
our light shine before men  (Mtt 5:16).

4. Let your religion be undecorated and
uncomplicated by pomp and ceremony and
flowery phrases (verse 7).

5. No matter how well you perform an act
of worship, it will be rejected if your heart is
not right and you are just acting. God has no
time for hypocrites (verses 5,16). 

SWEARING (Matthew 5)

Our Lord’s teaching regarding swearing
(Mtt 5:33-37; James 5:12) is often thought to
forbid our taking an oath in court or swearing
an affidavit. Others think it no more than
saying, "I assure you before God that I am
not lying" (Gal 1:20). 

God himself made an oath as a foundation of
our faith. If anybody might have let their yes
be yes, surely God might have, for "it is
impossible for Him to lie". But wanting to
fully assure us, God did something most
exceptional: he "confirmed his counsel with
an oath" (Heb 6:13-20).

There are three kinds of swearing, however,
which we certainly ought not to do at all, and
the command, "Swear not at all" definitely
refers to these.

Firstly, swearing by anything less than God.
Jesus speaks of swearing by such things as
Jerusalem, or one’s own head. He objects
that, whatever one swears by, it belongs to
God anyway. 

Would you say good afternoon to a person’s
gumboots instead of acknowledging the
person? Then why insult God by swearing by
his belongings rather than by him? Perhaps,
having sworn by something less, people
think they are less bound?

Secondly, trivial and pointless swearing.
"Good footy game Saturday?" "Bloody
oath!". This kind of thing borders on taking
God’s name in vain. Why not simply
say, "Yes"?

Thirdly, binding yourself by oath to fulfill
commitments. The foolishness of this is seen
in Acts 23:12-24.

James says, "You do not know what will
happen tomorrow... You ought to say, 'If the
Lord wills we shall do this or that'"
(Jas 4:13-17).

By bringing integrity back into one’s word,
one fights "the father of lies" (Jhn 8:44-45).
Swearing shows a lack of trust and truth.

Deep Thought 

Think about and discuss
the preceding article on
swearing.

Outline of Matthew 6

Second part of the 
Sermon on the Mount

Theme Matthew Luke

Almsgiving 6:1-4

Prayer 6:5-13 11:2-4

Forgiving 6:14-15

Fasting 6:16-18 

Treasure in Heaven 6:19-21 12:33-34
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