
clearly expressed in the words, "If we go on
sinning willfully..." Whether or not a sin is
forgiven depends upon a decision we make,
namely whether to continue in it or turn away
from it. Everything else is in place. Christ has
made forgiveness possible. However, a person
who knows the truth and willfully goes against
it, is trampling underfoot the blood that was shed
for him. He is not appealing to that blood or
seeking its cleansing power. That's why his sin
remains unforgiven. God never refuses
forgiveness to those who wish to wash their
robes white in the blood of the Lamb (Rev 7:14).

Sinning unto death (1John 5:16-17)

When John speaks of "a sin unto death" he is
referring to what he wrote at the beginning of his
letter that "if we confess our sins God is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness" (1John 1:7-9). A sin
unto death is a sin which one refuses to
acknowledge, confess, and seek forgiveness for.
God never refuses forgiveness to those who try
to walk in the light, who bring their sins to him
in penitent confession (John 6:37).

The cauterized conscience (1Tim 4:1-2)

Paul speaks of a "conscience seared with a hot
iron." The conscience like that is beyond feeling.
Its nerve endings have been killed and it is
numb. The sinner who tosses and turns through
the night troubled by his sin, is not like that. He
or she is not the sort of person whose sin is never
forgiven. Rest assured that such a person,
whatever their sin, may obey God and be
forgiven.

Unforgivable
Sin?

By Ron Graham

There are some folk who believe in an
"unforgivable" or "unpardonable" sin.
Consequently, they may worry that they have
committed this sin, and that God refuses to
forgive them. Where do people get the idea
that there is such a thing as an "unforgivable"
sin?

 1. Scriptures Used to Support the Idea
of an Unforgivable Sin

Five passages are listed below, from which
the idea of an unforgivable sin may be
mistakenly drawn...
  
"...an eternal sin... will never be forgiven"
(Mrk 3:27-30).
"...impossible to renew them to repentance"
(Heb 6:4-8).
"...there remains no more sacrifice for sins"
(Heb 10:26-31).
"...a sin unto death" (1Jn 5:16-17). 
"...consience seared with a hot iron"
(1Tim 4:1-2).
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